MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
enormous influence of Boniface, the organizer of the Germanic
Church, and, by virtue of this fact, the intermediary between the
Pope and Pippin the Short.
Charlemagne devoted himself to the task of literary revival
simultaneously with that of the restoration of the Church. The
principal representative of Anglo-Saxon culture, Alcuin, the head
of the school of York, entered Charlemagne's service in 782, as
director of the palace school, and henceforth exercise4 a derisive
influence over the literary movement of the time.
Thus, by the most curious reversal of affairs, which affords the
most striking proof of the rupture effected by Islam, the North
in Europe replaced the South both as a literary and as a political
centre.
It was the North that now proceeded to diffuse the culture
which it had received from the Mediterranean. Latin, which had
been a living language on the further side of the Channel, was for
the Anglo-Saxons, from the beginning, merely the language of the
Church. The Latin which was taught to the Anglo-Saxons was
not the incorrect business and administrative language, adapted to
the needs of secular life, but the language which was still spoken
in the Mediterranean schools. Theodore came from Tarsus in
Cilicia, and had studied at Athens before coming to Rome. Adrian,
an African by birth, was the abbot of a monastery near Naples,
and was equally learned in Greek and in Latin,1
It was die classic tradition that they propagated among their
neophytes, and a correct Latin, which had no need, as on the
continent, to make concessions to common usage in order to be
understood, since the people did not speak Latin, but Anglo-
Saxon. Thus, the English monasteries received the heritage of the
ancient culture without intermediary. It was die same in the ijth
century, when the Byzantine scholars brought to Italy, not the
vulgar Greek, the living language of the street, but the classical
Greek of the schook
1 Qraecae pariter et ktinae linguae peritissimus. bbdb, Hirf. Ecdesiastica, IV, i,
Cd. mignb, Patr. Lat., vol. XCV, circa 171.
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